








 5

here, they were getting perfect scores for a 
whole quarter – nothing wrong at all!  
Teachers would always ask me why I do not 
perform as well as Dean or Carrie in my 
classes.  I just shrugged my shoulders, and 
said, ‘I don’t know’.  I did well in classes I 
liked.  My high school did not have 
chemistry or any advanced math or physics 
but I liked, and did well in history and 
drafting.  Dean ended up being a lawyer and 
lives in Lower Michigan.  Carrie is a writer 
and artist, and has published many romance 
novels.  They have been marvelously 
successful.  My other sister Christy, who 
used to join me in picking on Carrie a lot, 
graduated from the Northern Michigan 
University and worked as an assistant to 
Congressman Bob Davis in Washington 
D.C.  She is now a stay-at-home mom in 
Chicago, IL.  She was always the most 
socially active and charismatic of my 
brother and sisters.” 
 
“I attended Northern Michigan University in 
1987 but stopped my studies after only one 
year.  I found things pretty boring and I was 
really uninterested in my major – Earth 
Science.  I took HS level chemistry to bring 
myself up to speed in the subject since it 
was required for my major.  I loved that 
course a lot but ultimately decided to 
dropout and go to a small town called 
Pauling located just an hour north of New 
York City.  Some friends of mine got 
factory jobs in that town so I joined in.  I 
worked in the manufacturing of inflatable 
rubber seals like the kind that went into the 
space shuttle. These types of O-rings failed 
in the Challenger launch and explosion.  Our 
company, PRESRAY, did NOT make the 
NASA O-Rings.  I did make seals for 
nuclear submarines and missiles.  At some 
point I just decided this was not for me and I 
was ready to attend college again.  I went 
through the only catalog for NMU again and 

sort of haphazardly chose biochemistry as 
my new major in my triumphant return.” 
 
“I decided the first thing I had to do was to 
redeem myself and take every class that I 
did not perform well in back in 1987.  So, I 
took the calculus class I failed previously 
and received an A.  I took the physical 
geography that I had previously had a D 
grade, and, with the same professor, got an 
A.  I don’t think he even remembered or 
cared.  I also took the same American 
history professor and went
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