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University	of	South	Florida	
(813)	974-0186	
aaronnichols@usf.edu		
	
Research	Interests	

• Organizational	Communication	
• Health	Communication	
• Visual	Communication	
• Media	Studies	
• Persuasion	

	
Education		
	
Doctor	of	Philosophy	|	Communication	|	University	of	South	Florida	|	IN	PROGRESS	
	
Master	of	Arts	|	Mass	Communications	|	University	of	South	Florida	|	2021	

Zimmerman	School	of	Advertising	&	Mass	Communications	
Concentration	in	Strategic	Communication	Management	
Advisor:	Dr.	Kelli	Burns	
Committee	Members:	Dr.	Kimberly	Walker	and	Dr.	Kelly	Werder	
Thesis:	An	Examination	of	COVID-19	Health	Behaviors	and	Public	Health	Messaging	Using	the	Health		

Belief	Model	and	Organization-Public	Relationship	Quality	
Kappa	Tau	Alpha	(KTA):	National	Honor	Society	in	Journalism	and	Mass	Communication	

Recipient	of	KTA	Top	Scholar	Award	for	highest	graduate	student	ranking	
	
Bachelor	of	Arts	|	Communication	|	University	of	South	Florida	|	1997	

Member	of	two	competitively	selected	internship	
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• Led	the	creation	of	all	signage	and	related	messaging	for	the	university’s	COVID-19	response	effort.	
Managed	the	selection	of	vendors	for	the	production	and	installation	of	over	48,000	pieces	of	signage.	

• Key	role	in	developing	and	implementing	a	service	philosophy	program	that	has	led	to	a	paradigm	shift	
in	the	culture	of	OAS	and	a	measurable	positive	impact	on	employee	engagement	and	satisfaction.	

• Serves	advisor	for	the	OAS	“Excellence	Ambassadors”	team,	made	up	of	employee	volunteers	tasked	
with	promoting	and	advancing	the	OAS	service	philosophy	program.	

• Communication/public	affairs	liaison	for	USF’s	Emergency	Operations	Center	(activations	have	
included	hurricanes,	major	power	outages,	protests,	and	rallies	by	presidential	candidates).	

• Coordinating	closely	with	Facilities	Management	and	other	stakeholders,	ensures	the	USF	visual	
identity	is	correctly	reflected	on	campuses	and	across	university	facilities	though	environmental	
graphic	design,	logoed	signage,	wayfinding,	and	other	physical	elements.	

• Managed	an	inventory	survey	of	all	interior	and	exterior	logoed	signage	and	wayfinding	across	three	
campuses,	created	standards	guidelines	and	designed	new	signage	layouts.	Works	closely	with	
Facilities	Management	on	updating	signage.	

• Serves	on	various	university-wide	committees	and	workgroups	focusing	on	brand	activation,	
emergency	management,	public	health	communication,	and	facilities	design	and	construction.	

• Has	served	on	numerous	hiring	committees	for	positions	ranging	from	staff	to	executive	levels.	
• Recipient	of	Award	of	Excellence	given	by	the	university	president	as	well	as	quarterly	and	annual	

Excellence	Awards	from	the	VP	of	Administrative	Services.	
	
Solar	Jack,	LLC	
Small	start-up	offering	a	patented	energy	management	technology	


