
Introduction to Humanities: 20th Century America 

HUM 1020.012 Spring 2024 

Class meets: Monday and Wednesday from 11:00 - 12:15PM 

Class meets on Microsoft Teams and is synchronous (you must attend live lectures) 

Instructor: Lina Chaves                                                      

Email: lina@usf.edu 

Office Hours: by appointment/email - please reach out to me anytime, and schedule an 

appointment if you have any questions or issues - I am also available before or after class.  

In your email, please make sure to tell me the class you are in, and the time/day of your 

class, so there is no confusion. 

Everything you need will be in the syllabus, modules, and announcements. 

Consider the information linked into the syllabus and modules as your "books". The 

syllabus/modules/announcements will inform you of what is due in each class (and when it is 

due), provide the reading/listening/viewing materials, and give a (tentative)  breakdown of what 

will be covered in class.  The announcements will give further explanation for all papers, tests, 

and projects.   

Welcome! 

I look forward to a new and interesting semester with all of you!  Here is a bit of information and 

the syllabus breakdown for you all to read and go over.   

You will all have to download Microsoft Teams on your personal computers.  You must do 

this before class. 

You must have a working camera and microphone for the class - no exceptions  

Everyone should have received an invite to join this class in Microsoft Teams (check your 

email). 

Make sure to accept the Teams invitation.  You can access the online class by clicking on the left 

tab on this Canvas page "Microsoft Teams classes". You will also have to make sure to download 

the app on your computer. 

**Make sure when you download the Microsoft program to use your USF email and the same 

password you use for Canvas.  

  

* There are no required books for this class - all material will be linked into the syllabus -You 

can access all readings by clicking on the hyperlinks. It is your responsibility to download and 



print the materials out for class. For each class meeting you will have documents and readings 

that you must read over and analyze before the class begins.  

¶ This course is a certified undergraduate Foundations of Knowledge and Learning Core 

Curriculum Humanities Course and fulfills the four required dimensions including: 

critical thinking, inquiry-based learning, creative and interpretive processes and 

experiences, and historical context and process.   

This course provides an introduction to interdisciplinary humanities by focusing on various 

forms, relationships, and themes of human expression as a means to understand the cultural 

changes which shaped 20th century American culture. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

1. Using an interdisciplinary approach to understand the humanities, students will be able to 

identify elements of style in various forms of human creative expression, and various 

artists, musicians, and writers who helped shape 20th century American culture. 

  

2. Students will be able to apply a basic vocabulary essential for communicating concepts in 

the humanities disciplines by identifying key definitions of terms used in the humanities 

and writing clear and convincing arguments using this specialized vocabulary. 

  

3. By examining the relationship between the visual, performing, and literary arts, students 

will be able to identify and explain how various forms of human creative expression 

reflect the social and historical changes in 20th century America. 

  

4. Students will be able to develop critical analysis skills by analyzing the relationship 

between the visual, performing, and literary arts and their social, historical, and cultural 

contexts, and writing clearly and convincingly about the course themes or topic using 

specific evidence and an interdisciplinary approach. 

  

You will refer to the online syllabus for all due dates and instructions.  It is not enough to 

simply come to class ï you must come to class prepared.  

I expect you to give some thought to the course material ahead of time, and to be prepared 

to take an active part in our classroom discussions. Comments, questions, guesses ï even 

expressions of confusion and frustration ï are always welcome.



mailto:help@usf.edu


https://software.usf.edu/microsoft-office-365


Any student using AI to generate artwork or papers will receive a double "F" and be 

reported to the college. An ñFFò grade is noted on your USF record, counts as an "F" for 

GPA purposes, and indicates academic dishonesty. 

Research for the paper will be based on a minimum of 3 scholarly resources. The sources may be 

comprised of any combination of books, journals, newspapers, videos, websites, or any other 

applicable media, but cannot be websites only. Do not use encyclopedias, or encyclopedia-type 

websites such as Wikipedia – never cite Wikipedia in ANY written work. 

  

Grades: 

Your grades will be calculated as follows: 

I use a +/- grading system. Grade distribution is as follows: 

• A+ (100 – 97) / A (96 – 93) / A- (92-90) 

• B+ (89-87) / B (86-83) / B- (82-80) 

• C+ (79 – 77) / C (76 – 73) / C- (72-70) 

• D+ (69-67) / D (66-63) / D- (62-60) 

• F (below 60) 

Grade Dissemination: Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually 

only by request. You can access your scores at any time using "Grades" in Canvas. 

Extra Credit:  Students who would like to present their Creative projects to the class, (last 

week of class) 



 - Microsoft Word (access to Microsoft Office is free, at all public on-campus computers).  You 

may download all of Office 365 for free, as a USF student, if you use your USF email and 







stalking, and domestic/relationship violence. If you disclose any of these situations in class, in 



Monday, January 8: 

Read before class: Creative Project and Analysis Paper Instructions 

In class:  Download :Introduction: What is Humanities? Why should we care about the 

Humanities?Download Introduction: What is Humanities? Why should we care about the 

Humanities? 

  

Wednesday, January 10: 

Read before class: Chapter 1: "The Art of Being Human" Download Chapter 1: "The Art of 

Being Human"  

Watch before class:How to do visual (formal) analysis in art historyLinks to an external 

site.  

Review this website before class: https://www.wikihow.com/Critique-ArtworkLinks to an 

external site. 

Review before class: Pictures Power PointDownload Pictures Power Point 

Review before 

class: 
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classDownload Read excerpt from: Addams, Jane. Twenty Years at Hull-House, with 

Autobiographical Notes.  New York, Macmillan Co., 1910 s
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In class: Latchkey KidsLinks to an external site., Pong, Birth of the Slacker 

Birth of the Slacker Links to an external site.  

PongLinks to an external site.  

In class: Alternative Music and Grunge 

Nirvana - Smells Like Teen Spirit (1991)Links to an external site.  

  

Monday, April 22: 

In class: Generation X continued  

  

Wednesday, April 24: 

Test#3: online -  (see announcement/module) - no makeup exams will be given 

  

Sunday, April 28: 

Creative Projects and Analysis Papers due by 11:59pm 

-you must also upload a picture of your artwork or upload a file so I can read/hear/see your 

project 
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https://youtu.be/BYaqh--Uhx0
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