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2003-2009 School of Social work 

 College of Arts and Sciences 

University of South Florida 

Tampa, Florida 

 

Assistant Professor 
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Theories of Organization Behavior & Development 

Social Welfare Policies & Programs 

Practice Evaluation 

Advanced Standing Research 

Field Seminar 

 

Field Liaison 

1998-1999 School of Social Work 

State University of New York at Buffalo 

 Supervise 10 graduate students 
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 Selected as a featured speaker to launch the inaugural Social 

Work and Disasters Network (SWAD) 

 

2021 Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in the Workplace 
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  2012    Honors College, Faculty Mentor Recognition Award 

    University of South Florida  

 Recognized for mentorship of undergraduate students in 

research and scholarship.  

 

2012 Faculty Learning Community Scholar 

USF, Academy of Teaching and Learning Excellence 

 Invited member to study the Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning and issue recommendations on the Provost’s 

initiative on Student Success.

 

2010 American Red Cross “Spirit” Award 

National Headquarters, Washington, DC 
 Awarded for development of a national 
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 School of Social Work also recognized for my efforts to train 

students in disaster response and adopt Pizzo Elementary 

School as our emergency shelter

 

2008 Faculty Mentor, USF Honors College 

 Student won Honorable Mention in poster competition of 
mentored research project at 6th Annual USF Undergraduate 

Research Symposium

 Student was a freshman – a first for the competition

 Poster presented 2008 NCUR conference

 Paper published by NCUR

 Study: “Community Connections: Exploring the Role of 

Neighborhood Resources in Promoting Positive Youth 
Development”

 

2007 University Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching Award 

University of South Florida 

 

2007 Faculty Partner of the Year Award 

USF Career Center 
 

2007 Faculty Mentor, USF Hurricane Research Experience for   

Undergraduates (REU) 

 Student won 1st place in oral presentation competition of 

mentored research project

 Paper presented at 2008 NCUR conference

 Study: “Sexual Offender Management During Hurricane

Evacuations: A Case Study of Hillsborough County, Florida” 
 

2006 President’s Higher Education 
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 The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH 

 Dissertation honored as one of ten nationally in social work for 

theoretical and methodological rigor.

 

1997-1999 Dean’s Teaching Fellowship, SUNY at Buffalo 

 

 
 

Key Note and Commencement Addresses 

 

 2021  Featured Panelist:  “Social Work and Disaster Network (SWAD) 

                                  University of Calgary, Edmonton, Alberta 

 Invited speaker to launch international professional network for 

social work research and practice in disasters 

 

 2018  Keynote Address: “Assessing the Impacts of Hurricane Maria in  

   Tampa, Florida: Final Report”   

 Latino Coalition of Tampa Bay Annual Meeting, Tampa, FL. 

 

2011                Keynote Address: “Learn, Lead and Serve”  

 USF
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  A handbook of the University Area Community Development Corporation  

  (UACDC) anti-crime initiative. Tampa, FL: UACDC. 

 
 

Refereed Journal Articles:  (* indicates student) 

 

Allen, T., Behr, J., Bukvic, A., Calder, R.S.D., Caruson, K., Connor, C., D’Elia, C., Dismukes,  

  D., Ersing, R., Franklin, R., et al.  (2021).  Anticipating and adapting to the future  

   impacts of climate change on the health, security and welfare of low elevation  

   coastal zone (LECZ) communities in southeastern USA.  Journal of Marine Science  

   and Engineering, 9, 1196-1222.  

 

Neely, S.R., Eldredge, C., Ersing, R.L., Remington, C.  (2021).  Vaccine hesitancy and  

  exposure to misinformation: A survey analysis of adult Floridians.  Journal of  

  General Internal Medicine.  

 

Rahiem, M.D.H., Krauss, S.E., & Ersing, R. (2021).  Perceived consequences  

  of extended social isolation on mental well
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  Also a featured publication by United National Disaster Risk Reduction, Prevention  

  Web. https://www.preventionweb.net/publications/view/56905 

 

Ersing, R.L., & Caruson, K. (2017). Strengthening hazard resilience: Building capacity by 

empowering marginalized women. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and  

Disasters, 35(2), 49-69. 

 

Collins, J., Ersing, R.L., & Polen, A*. (2017). Evacuation decision-making during  

  Hurricane  Matthew: An assessment of the effects of social connections. Weather,  

  Climate and Society, 9(4), 769-776.  

 
Fogel, S., & Ersing, R.L. (2016). Macro focused social work dissertations: A preliminary  

  look at the numbers.  Journal of Social Work Education,52(2), 170-177. 

 

Drolet, J., Dominelli, L., Alston, J., Ersing, R., Mathbor, G., & Wu, H. (2015). Women  

  rebuilding lives post-disaster: Innovative community practices for building  

  resilience and promoting sustainable development. Gender & Development, 23(3),  

  433-448. 

 

Ersing, R.L., Sutphen, R.D., & Loeffler, D.N. (2009). Exploring the impact and       

  implications of residential mobility: From the neighborhood to the school.  

  Advances in Social Work, 10(1), 1-18. 

 

Ersing, R.L. (2009). 

https://www.preventionweb.net/publications/view/56905


https://www.govexec.com/management/2021/07/overcome-vaccine-hesitancy-%20%20%20public-officials-need-get-creative/183935/
https://www.govexec.com/management/2021/07/overcome-vaccine-hesitancy-%20%20%20public-officials-need-get-creative/183935/
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  Streeter (Eds.). Rural Social Work: Building and Sustaining Community Assets.  

  Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole. 

 

Ersing, R.L. (2003). Community Empowerment. In K. Christensen & D. Levinson (Eds.).  

  Encyclopedia of Community: From the Village to the Virtual World. Thousand  

  Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

Book Chapters: 

Ersing, R.L. (2012). What is macro practice? In D. Royse, S. Dhooper, & E. Rompf (Eds.).  

  Field instruction: A guide for social work students. (6th ed.). New York: Pearson. 

 

Ersing, R.L. (2010). What is macro practice? In D. Royse, S. Dhooper, & E. Rompf (Eds.).  

  Field instruction: A guide for social work students. (5th ed.). Boston: Allyn and  

  Bacon. 

 

Ersing, R.L. (2008). Role Play Re-play. Classroom activities for introductory sociology  

  courses: Contributions from instructors around the country.
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Polen, A*., Collins, J., Ersing, R.L., Saunders, M*., & Rehm, N*. (June 2017).  

  “Evacuation behavior during Hurricane Matthew: An assessment of the effects  

  of social connections”.  6th International Summit on Hurricanes and Climate  

  Change. Greece 

 

Drolet, J., Ersing, R.L., Mathbor, G. (October 2015). “Rebuilding Lives Post-Disaster: 

 Innovative Community Practices for Sustainable Development”. Proceedings 

 of the 61st Annual Program Meeting of the Council on Social Work Education.                      

 Denver, CO. 

 
Rukus, J., Gibson, C., Blount, W., Ersing, R.L., Miller, J., Rivero, M., & Rowe, W. 

 (April,  2012). “Things are Not Always What They Seem or Are They? An 

 Examination  of Perceptions of Crime in the University Area Community. 42nd 

 Annual Conference Urban Affairs Association, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 

Ersing, R.L. (October, 2011). “Disaster Social Work: Perspectives on Preparing  

Vulnerable  Communities to Promote Resilient Recovery”. Proceedings of the 

57th Annual Program Meeting of the Council on Social Work Education, 

Atlanta, GA. 

 

Ersing, R.L.  (October, 2010).  “Disasters, Gender and Social Development: Addressing  

  the Needs of Women Impacted by Natural Disasters”.  Proceedings of the 56th  

  Annual Program Meeting of the Council on Social Work Education, Portland,  

  OR.   

 

Ersing, R.L. (October, 2010). “Social Development Approaches Dealing with Diverse  

  Global     Disasters”. Proceedings of the 56th Annual Program Meeting of the  

  Council on Social Work Education, Portland, OR. 
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Collins, J., & Ersing, R.L. (July 2018). Research Experience 

https://hazards.colorado.edu/quickreport/evacuation-behavior-measured-during-an-evacuation-order
https://hazards.colorado.edu/quickreport/evacuation-behavior-measured-during-an-evacuation-order
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5073/send-red-not-blue
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  Science Foundation (NSF).  FY 2023-2025. 
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Principal Investigator: ($1,500). “A Brooklyn Family Tale”. Annie E. Casey Foundation. FY  

  2003. 
 

Co- Principal Investigator: ($400,000). “The East End Community Outreach Partnership 

Center”.U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). FY 2001-03. 

 

 

Funded (Competitive Research Contracts): (Total Awarded = $23,679,064) 

Principal Investigator: ($38,800). “Assessment of capacity and impact among nonprofit and 

 faith-based agencies that provided disaster recovery services in response to 

 Hurricane Maria”. Funder: United Way Suncoast.  FY 2018-2019. 

 

Principal Investigator: ($31,385). “Community Needs Assessment: Sun City Center”.Funder:  

  Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. FY 2015-2016 (in partnership with FIOG). 

 

Principal Investigator: ($32,978). “Community Building in Pasco County”. Funder: Pasco 

 County, FL. FY 2014-2015 (in partnership with FIOG). 

 

Principal Investigator: ($4000). “Community Emergency Response Team Training  

  Evaluation”. Funder: Tampa Fire Rescue. FY 2011-2012. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($257,419). “Coordinated Community Anti-Crime Initiative”. 

Funder: Florida Office of the Attorney General. FY 2010-2011. 

 

Co- Principal Investigator: ($6,691,137). “Prodigy Arts and Youth Demonstration Project”.  

  Funder: Florida Department of Juvenile Justice. FY 2008-2009. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($12,000). “HOPE VI Evaluation: The Oaks at Riverview  

  Terrace”. Funder: Tampa Housing Authority/University of Florida Shimberg.  

  Center. FY 2007. 

 

Co- Principal Investigator: ($6,990,063). “Prodigy Arts and Youth Demonstration      Project”.  

  Funder: Florida Department of Juvenile Justice. FY 2007-2008. 

 

Co- Principal Investigator: ($5,415,063). “Prodigy Arts and Youth Demonstration         Project”.  

  Funder: Florida Department of Juvenile Justice. FY 2006-2007. 

 

Co- Principal Investigator: ($2,156, 351). “Prodigy Arts and Youth Demonstration Project”.  

  Funder: Florida Department of Juvenile Justice. FY 2005-2006. 

 

Principal Investigator: ($25,000). “UACDC Anti-Crime Program”. State of Florida, Attorney  

  General. FY2004-05. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($1,300,000). “Prodigy Arts and Youth Demonstration Project”.  

  Department of Juvenile Justice.  FY 2004-05 
 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($690,868). “Prodigy Arts and Youth Demonstration Project”.  

  Department of Juvenile Justice.  FY 2003-04 
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Principal Investigator: ($27,000). “Promoting Community Well-being: A Model Project for the  

  Public Health Department of Montgomery County, Kentucky”.Montgomery County  

  Public Health Department. FY 2000-2001. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($10,000). “Student Mobility Within Fayette County Public  

  Elementary Schools”. Fayette County Public Schools Board of Education. FY 2000- 

  2001. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($15,000). “Community Epidemiology of Child Maltreatment in  

  Kentucky”. Kentucky Cabinet for Families and Children. FY 1999-2000. 

  
 

Submitted In Review: 

         Co-Principal Investigator: ($2.7 million).  “Gulf Coast Climate-ready Workforce Training  

Program”.  Funder: National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  FY  

2024-2027 

 

 Co-Principal Investigator: ($999,921).  “Climate-Induced Mental Health Impacts among  

Migrant Farmworker Families in Florida: Implications for Mitigation, Adaptation,  

Preparedness”.  Funder: National Academies of Science, Engineering, and  

Medicine (Gulf Research Program).  FY 2024-2027.   

 

Principal Investigator:  ($696,681).  “Young People Speak on Climate Action: Using  

Interdisciplinary and Intersectional Participatory Action Research to Co-Create  

Transformative Climate Action and Resilience”.  Funder: National Science  

Foundation.  FY 2024-2027. 

 

    

Submitted Not Funded: 

Co-Principal Investigator: (Pre-Proposal).  USF Interdisciplinary Center on Climate  

Change”.  Funder: University of South Florida Collaborative Research Excellence  

And Translational Efforts (CREATE).  FY 2024-2026.   

 

Principal Investigator: ($200,000 USA amount/$862,700).  “Building Resilience and  

  Adaptive Capacities through Social Work’s Interdisciplinary Engagement with  

  Vulnerable Communities and Professional Service Systems (BRACES)”.  Funder:  

  National Science Foundation. FY 2022-2024.  (Part of a Multi-National proposal  

  sponsored by Trans-Atlantic Platform Recovery, Renewal and Resilience in a Post- 

  Pandemic World). (Not Funded). 

 

Co-Investigator:  ($1,487,844).  “A Synergistic Approach Towards a Resilient Smart &  







R.L. Ersing_CV 02.11.2024 

25 

 

 

  Florida’s Southeast Coast”. Funder: National Science Foundation.  FY 2019-2024.  

  (Not Funded)  

 

Co-Principal Investigator:  ($280,000). (Communications)  “RUI/Collaborative Research:  

  Real Time Crisis Sense-making: Examining the Role of Sense-making in  

  Emergency Management”. Funder: National Science Foundation.  FY 2016-2018.  

  (Not Funded) 

 

Co-Principal Investigator:  ($900,000).  “Resilient and Innovative Community Initiative:  

  Building Capacity to Support Equitable and Green Adaptation Planning”. Funder:  

  Kresge Foundation.  FY 2016-2017. (Not Funded) 

 

Principal Investigator: ($96,000). “ Building Resilience among Coastal Communities with  

  Concentrations of Limited English Proficient Populations: A Bi-coastal Study       of  

  Florida”. Funder: Florida Sea Grant.  FY 2015-2017. (Not Funded) 

 

Principal Investigator: ($1,163,150). “Second Chance Act Prisoner Reentry Initiative:  

  Planning 



R.L. Ersing_CV 02.11.2024 

26 

 

 

with Concentrations of Limited English Proficient Populations: A Study of  

Hillsborough County, Florida”.  Funder: Florida Sea Grant.  FY 2014-2016.  

(Not Funded) 

 

Principal Investigator:  ($25,000).  “Community Engagement Core: Health Disparities”.   

  Funder: Florida Health Equity Institute.  FY 2014-2015. (Not Funded) 

 

Co-Principal Investigator:  ($466,243).  “REU Site: Weather, Climate and Society: An  

interdisciplinary approach integrating physical and social sciences”.  Funder:  

National Science Foundation (NSF).  FY 2015-2018. (Not Funded) 

 

Co-Principal Investigator:  ($5,000).  “Interdisciplinary faculty and graduate student 

learning community to enhance undergraduate education: A study group  

exploring an interdisciplinary approach to the weather, climate and society 

research”.  Funder: NEA Foundation.  FY 2015. (Not Funded) 

 

Principal Investigator: ($1,955). “Recovering from the Storm: The Experience of Women  

  Dislocated After Hurricane Sandy”. Funder: Natural Hazards Center. Submitted  

  2013. (Not Funded) 

 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($470,353). “The Role of Social and Geophysical Influences on  

  Hurricane Evacuation Decision Making”. Funder: National Science Foundation. 

Submitted 2013. (Collaboration with University of Alabama). ( Not funded) 

 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($137,379). “Geophysical Risk, Social Connectivity, and Warning  

  Communication Methods on Hurricane Evacuation Intention in New Jersey, New  

  York, and Connecticut”. Funder: New York Sea Grant Institute. Submitted 2013.  

  (Not funded) 

 

Co-Principal Investigator: ($406,264). “Social Connections Affecting Evacuation  Behavior  

  Measured at Time of Expected Hurricane Landfall” Funder: National Science  

  Foundation. FY 2012 -2013. (Not Funded) 

 

Co-Principal Investigator:  ($300,000).  “Aspire: College Link Drop Out Prevention”.  

Funder : AT&T Foundation.  Submitted 2012. (Not Funded)   

 

Principal Investigator:  ($45,000).  “Assessin
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World Congress of Ocean (WCO), Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan. 

Ersing, R.L.  (October 2021).  “Obstacles and Opportunities in Higher Education Related to 

the Covid-19 Pandemic”.  International Conference on Education in Muslim Society  

(ICEMS), Jakarta, Indonesia.  (Convened Online). 

 

Ersing, R.L.  (July 2021).  “Climate Related Hazards: The Transformative Effects of Gender  

  to Promote Resilience”.  International Consortium for Social Development (ICSD),  

Johannesburg, South Africa.  (Convened Online). 

 

Ersing, R.L. (June 2021).  “Social Work and Disasters: Migrant Women” Transforming the  

  Field Education Landscape Social Word And Disasters Network (SWAD), Alberta,  

  Canada.  (Convened Online).  

  

Ersing, R.L. (June 2020). “Inequalities of Natural Disaster: The Impact of Hurricane Maria  

  on Puerto Rico Evacuees”.  Joint World Conference on Social Work Education and  
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  American Association of Geographers (AAG), New Orleans, LA. 
 

Collins, J., Ersing, R.L.  (2017). “Evacuation behavior measured at time of expected  

  hurricane landfall: An assessment of the effects of social networks”.  American  

  Association of Geographers.  Boston, MA. 

 

Collins, J., Ersing, R.L., Polen, A.*, Saunders, M.*, & Rehm, N.* (2017). “Evacuation  

  Behavior Measured at Time of Expected Hurricane Landfall: An Assessment of the  

  Effects of Social Networks”.  American Association of Geographers, Boston, MA. 

 

Ersing, R., Rivero, M.  (2016).  “Innovative Models to Partner with Limited English  

  Proficient (LEP) Communities to Build Disaster Resilience”. 30th Governor’s  

  Hurricane Conference.  Orlando, FL. 

  

Ersing, R., & Rivero, M.  (2016).  “Grassroots Disaster Leadership: A Resilient Strategy for  

  Neighborhoods”.  30th Governor’s Hurricane Conference.  Orlando, FL. 

 

Drolet, J., Ersing, R.L., Mathbor, G. (2015). “Rebuilding Lives Post-Disaster: Innovative  

  Community Practices for Sustainable Development”. 61st Annual Program Meeting 

of the Council on Social Work Education. Denver, CO. 

 

Ersing, R., Rivero, M., & Black, E. (2015). “Innovative Models to Partner with Limited  

  English Proficient (LEP) Communities to Build Disaster Resilience”. 29th  

  Governor’s Hurricane Conference. Orlando, FL. 

 

Ersing, R., & Rivero, M. (2015). “Preparing Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Communities  

  for Disasters: Building Resilient, Self-sustaining Communities”. 29th Governor’s  

  Hurricane Conference. Orlando, FL. 

 

Ersing, R., & Fogel, S. (2014). “Planning for Disaster: Perspectives and Lessons from those  

  Homeless and Service Providers”. National Association of Social Workers.  

  Washington, DC. 

 

Ersing, R., Rivero, M., Black, E. (2014). “Innovative Models to Partner with Limited English  

  Proficient (LEP) Communities to Build Disaster Resilience”. 28th Governor’s  

  Hurricane Conference. Orlando, FL. 

 

Ersing, R., Rivero, M., Black, E. (2014). “The Impact of Disasters on Limited English  

  Communities”. 28th Governor’s Hurricane Conference. Orlando, FL. 

 

Ersing, R.L. & Rivero, M. (May 2013). “Disaster response in the LEP community:  

  Community Assets for Neighborhood Impact”. 27th Annual Florida Governor’s  

  Hurricane Conference. Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 

 

Rivero, M., Ersing, R.L., & Tischler, G. (May 2013). “Role of consulates in helping hard to  

  Reach communities”. 27th Annual Florida Governor’s Hurricane Conference. Ft. 

Lauderdale, FL.  
 

Ersing, R.L.  (October, 2011).  “Disaster Social Work: Perspectives on Preparing 
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Arnold, J.*, Babb, K.*, Cosmay, W.*, & Smith, E.* (Ersing, R.L. – Faculty Advisor). (April  

  2007). The Disaster Preparedness Inventory: Assessing Risk and Resilience in  

  Vulnerable Communities. 21st National Conference on Undergraduate Research  

  (NCUR). San Rafael, CA. 
 

Ersing, R.L. & Yavneh, N. (April 2007).  Innovative University-Community collaborations  

  to engage students as scholars: The hurricane REU model. Association       of 
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Ersing, R.L.  (February 2010).  “Strategies for Safe and Sustainable Communities: Points  

  of Connection”. UACDC Coordinated Community Anti-crime Initiative. Office of  

  the Attorney General of Florida. Tallahassee, FL. 
 

Ersing, R.L. 
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https://floridapolitics.com/archives/356353-last-call-for-8-13-20-a-prime-time-read-of-whats-going-down-in-florida-politics
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/356353-last-call-for-8-13-20-a-prime-time-read-of-whats-going-down-in-florida-politics
https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/usf-covid-19-study-finds-floridians-are-still-concerned-about-the-virus-want-statewide-mask-mandate/67-d978ed84-79a8-44bf-bca7-44de9c1a5d98
https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/usf-covid-19-study-finds-floridians-are-still-concerned-about-the-virus-want-statewide-mask-mandate/67-d978ed84-79a8-44bf-bca7-44de9c1a5d98
https://www.tampabay.com/news/health/2020/08/13/for-first-time-during-pandemic-new-jobless-claims-rise-by-less-than-1-million/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/health/2020/08/13/for-first-time-during-pandemic-new-jobless-claims-rise-by-less-than-1-million/
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o USF Faculty Senate, Sergeant-at-Arms ± Elected Representative (1 term) 

o USF Faculty Senate, Secretary ± Elected Representative (1 term) 

o USF Faculty Senate ± Elected Representative (1 three year terms) 

o USF System Faculty Council ± Elected Representative 

o USF 
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o Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) Disaster and Trauma Track – Chair 

o American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) ± Member 

o American Planning Association (APA) – Member  

Scholarly Service: 

o Transformative Social Work ± Editorial Board (2023-present) 

o National Science Foundation (NSF) ± Research Proposal Reviewer (2018-2019) 

o International Journal Disaster Risk Reduction (IJDRR) – Reviewer (2021) 

o International Journal of Social Welfare (IJSW) ± Reviewer (2021) 

o Safety, International Journal – Reviewer (2021) 

o Journal of Community Practic G
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