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July 12, 2022 
Florida Policy Survey 
 
Summary: Researchers at the University of South Florida, in collaboration with researchers from Florida 
International University, conducted a statewide survey of 600 Floridians to measure public opinion on 
several current policy issues.  The results presented in this report address the recent Supreme Court 
ruling on abortion, gun violence/reform, and presidential/gubernatorial job approval.   The survey 
included a representative sample of Floridians, fielded between July 2nd and 
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In your opinion, what is the most important issue facing the state of Florida today? 
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Thinking about the upcoming elections in November, which three of the following issues will 
have the most significant impact on how you decide to vote? (Please select no more than three 
items) 

   

 

Frequency 
% of Total 

Respondents 
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The United States Supreme Court recently issued a ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade, leaving 
abortion policy up to individual states.  The likely outcome of this is that abortion will be prohibited 
in some states and protected in others going forward.  
 
Do you approve or disapprove of the Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe v. Wade?    

 
Frequency Percentage 

Strongly Approve 129 21.5 

Somewhat Approve 56 9.3 

Neither Approve nor Disapprove 76 12.7 

Somewhat Disapprove 78 13.0 

Strongly Disapprove 261 43.5 

N=600 (Strongly/Somewhat Approve: Democrats = 10.4%; Independents = 23.5%; Republicans = 
63.0%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Which of the following actions would you most like to see Florida take regarding abortion following the 
Supreme Court decision?    

 
Frequency 
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Would you 
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Would you support or oppose the United States Congress passing legislation to do each of the 
following?  Provide additional financial assistance to pregnant women. 

   

 
Frequency Percentage 

Strongly Support 254 42.3 

Somewhat Support 151 25.2 

Somewhat Oppose 65 10.8 

Strongly Oppose 63 10.5 

Unsure 67 11.2 

N=600 (Strongly/Somewhat Support
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Would you support or oppose the United States Congress passing legislation to do each of the 
following?  Provide financial subsidies to support child adoption. 
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Would you support or oppose each of the following potential gun reforms, which were NOT 
part of the recent bipartisan legislation?  Prohibiting those under 21 years of age from 
purchasing “assault weapons".   
 
(NOTE: For the purposes of this question, an "assault weapon" refers to any gun that holds 
more than 15 rounds of ammunition)     

 
Frequency Percentage 

Strongly Support 462 77.0 

Somewhat Support 70 11.7 

Somewhat Oppose 29 4.8 

Strongly Oppose 29 4.8 

Unsure 10 1.7 

N=600 (Strongly/Somewhat Support: Democrats = 95.3%; Independents = 88.9%; Republicans = 
81.0%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you support or oppose each of the following potential gun reforms, which were NOT 
part of the recent bipartisan legislation?  Requiring mandatory waiting periods for all firearm 
purchases.     
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“Red Flag” laws are state level laws that require the removal/surrender of firearms from 
individuals once a judge has declared that individual to be dangerous to themselves or to 
others. Do you support or oppose states enacting Red Flag laws? 
   

 
Frequency Percentage 

Strongly Support 386 64.3 

Somewhat Support 144 24.0 

Somewhat Oppose 42 7.0 

Strongly Oppose 28 4.7 

N=600 (Strongly



https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/FL
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/FL
http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/population-demographics/data/index-floridaproducts.cfm
http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/population-demographics/data/index-floridaproducts.cfm
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/data-statistics/voter-registration-statistics/voter-registration-reportsxlsx/voter-registration-by-party-affiliation/
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/data-statistics/voter-registration-statistics/voter-registration-reportsxlsx/voter-registration-by-party-affiliation/
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About our Research Team 
 
 
Stephen Neely (PhD, North Carolina State University, 2013) is an Associate Professor in the School of 
Public Affairs at the University of South Florida.  He is coordinator of the School’s undergraduate program 
in Leadership and Public Service.  His areas of specialization include survey research, quantitative data 
analysis, and public policy.  He is a faculty researcher on the Sunshine State Survey project and has 
conducted survey research on behalf of several local governments in the Tampa Bay region.  For 
additional information please visit his USF faculty page.  Dr. Neely can be contacted by email at 
srneely@usf.edu 
 
 
 
 
Bethany Bowra (PhD Candidate, Florida International University).  Bethany Bowra is a PhD Candidate at 
Florida International University. Her specializations include interbranch relations, social media, and 
quantitative data analysis. She provides U.S. politics analysis for various outlets, including Times Radio. 
Bethany can be reached at bbowr001@fiu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the University of South Florida 

The University of South Florida is a high-impact global research university dedicated to student success. 
Over the past 10 years, no other public university in the country has risen faster in U.S. News and World 
Report’s national university rankings than USF. Serving more than 50,000 students on campuses in 
Tampa, St. Petersburg and Sarasota-Manatee, USF is designated as a Preeminent State Research 
University by the Florida Board of Governors, placing it in the most elite category among the state’s 12 
public universities. USF has earned widespread national recognition for its success graduating under-
represented minority and limited-income students at rates equal to or higher than white and higher 
income students. USF is a member of the American Athletic Conference. Learn more at www.usf.edu. 

 
 
 
 
*For media inquiries, please contact Stephen Neely at srneely@usf.edu and Bethany 
Bowra at bbowr001@fiu.edu  
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