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JONGSEOK WOO, Ph. D. 
 

Associate Professor 
School of Interdisciplinary Global Studies 
University of South Florida 
4202 E. Fowler Ave. SOC107 
Tampa, FL 33620 USA 
Phone: 1-813-974-0842 
Email: wooj@usf.edu  

 
 
EDUCATION  
 
2007.  Ph. D. in Government, University of Texas at Austin 
2004.   M.A. in Government, University of Texas at Austin  
1999.  B.A. in Political Science, Incheon National University, South Korea  
 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 
Books  
 Military and Politics in North Korea: The Quest for Regime Survival (under 

contract with Lynne Rienner). 
2018. Political Corruption and Democratic Governance (Lanham: Lexington) (with 

Eunjung Choi). https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498541886/Political-
Corruption-and-Democratic-Governance (hardcover & paperback) 

2018. Politics in North and South Korea: Political Development, Economy, and Foreign 
Relations (New York: Routledge) (with Yangmo Ku & Inyeop Lee). 
https://www.routledge.com/Politics-in-North-and-South-Korea-Political-
Development-Economy-and/Ku-Lee-Woo/p/book/9781138647503 (hardcover 
& paperback) 

2011.  Security Challenges and Military Politics in East Asia: from State‐Building to Post‐
Democratization (New York: Bloomsbury) (translated into Chinese by the ROC 
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of the May 18 Pro‐Democracy Movement. Sponsored by the 5.18 Research Institute, 
Chonnam National University, Gwangju, South Korea, June 12. 

2018. “Is Songun Politics Over in Pyongyang? Institutional Facelifts, Personnel Changes, and 
Policy Directions under Kim Jong-un.” Paper Presented at the International Studies 
Association Conference, San Francisco, CA, April 3-7. 

2018. “The Legacies of Authoritarianism and Political Trust in New Democracies: A Cross-
National Analysis.” Paper Presented at the International Studies Association 
Conference, San Francisco, CA, April 3-7 (with Eunjung Choi). 

2017. “Institutional Modifications and Policy Changes under Kim Jong-un.” Paper Presented at 
the International Studies Association‐South Conference, Orlando, FL, October 20-21. 

2017. “Theories of Authoritarian Survival and Regime Resilience in North Korea,” Paper 
presented at the International Studies Association Conference, Baltimore, MD, February 
22-26. 

2017. “Authoritarian Nostalgia and Political Trust in South Korea and Taiwan,” Paper 
presented at the International Studies Association
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2010.  “Does Liberal Reform Kill Corruption?: A Cross-Regional Analysis of East Asia and 
Eastern Europe.” Paper presented at the Asian Conference on the Social Sciences, Osaka, 
Japan, June 18-21 (with Eunjung Choi). 

2010.  “Political Corruption, Economic Performance, and Electoral Outcomes: A Cross-
National Analysis.” Paper presented at the International Studies Association 
Conference, New Orleans, LA, February 17-21 (with Eunjung Choi). 

2010.  “The Socio-Economic Impact of Liberal Reform and Political Corruption in Developing 
Countries: A Cross-Regional Analysis.” Paper presented at the Southern Political 
Science Association Conference, Atlanta, GA, January 6-8 (with Eunjung Choi) [Winner: 
Pi Sigma Alpha Best Paper Award]. 

2009.  “Crafting Civilian Control of the Military in Democratizing States: Lessons from East 
Asia.” Paper presented at the Florida Political Science Association Conference, Orlando 
FL, April 18. 

2009.   “Crafting Democratic Control of the Military in South Korea and the Philippines.” Paper 
presented at the Southwest Political Science Association Conference, Denver, CO, April 
8-11. 

2008.  “State-Building and the Military’s Political Role in (South)east Asia.” Paper presented 
at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, IL, April 3-6. 

2008.  “Security Challenges, State-Building, and the Armed Forces in South Korea and the 
Philippines.” Paper presented at the Southern Political Science Association Conference, 
New Orleans, LA, January 10-12. 

2006.  “Security Threats and the Military’s Domestic Political Role in South Korea and the 
Philippines.” Paper presented at the American Political Science Association Conference, 
Philadelphia, PA, August 31-September 3. 

2006.  “A Structural Account of the Military’s Political Intervention: Military Coup D’etat in 
South Korea (1961) and Indonesia (1965).” Paper presented at the Midwest Political 
Science Association Conference, Chicago, IL, April 20-23. 

2005.  “Regime Change and Alliance Commitments: Why Democracies are Less Reliable 
Allies.” Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, 
Chicago, IL, April 7-10. 

2005.  “Regime Types and Alliance Commitments: A Realist Account of the Democratic Peace 
Thesis.” Paper presented at the Southwest Political Science Association Conference, New 
Orleans, LA. 

2004.  “Domestic Political Gridlock and the Initiation of Interstate Conflicts: A Time Series 
Analysis.” Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, 
Chicago, IL (with Eunjung Choi). 

2004.  “Rethinking the Diversionary Theory of War: Domestic Politics and Presidents’ Foreign 
Policy Strategy, from Reagan to Clinton.” Paper presented at the Western Political 
Science Association Conference, Portland, OR (with Eunjung Choi). 

2003.  “The Politics of Military Intervention in South Korea: Disposition and Opportunity as 
Causal Variables.” Paper presented at the Southwestern Political Science Association 
Conference, San Antonio, TX. 
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COURSES TAUGHT 
 
Undergraduate 

ASN3014 China Today 
INR2002 Introduction to International Relations (In-class/Online) 
INR3102 American Foreign Policy (In-class/Online) 
INR3503 Model United Nations 
INR4083 Conflict in the World (In-class/Online) 
INR4930 International Relations in East Asia 
INR4931 East Asian Politics 
INR4931 Military and Politics 
INR4931 USA-China Relations 
INR4992 Causes of War 
CPO4930 Korean Politics and Society 

 
Graduate 

CPO6096 Seminar in Comparative Politics 
INR5086 Asia Pacific Security 
INR6007 Seminar in International Relations (In-class/Online) 
POS6933 International Security (In-class/Online) 
POS6933 Research Colloquium 
 

 
 


