




housing first approach can enhance residential stability 
and increase successful community integration (Burt & 
Anderson, 2005; Mayberg, 2003). Findings also indicate 
that programs serving the most challenging clients (those 
with longer histories of  homelessness and incarceration) 
produce similar housing outcomes as programs serving less 
challenging clients (Burt & Anderson, 2005). Essentially, 
people with serious mental illness and histories of  arrest or 
incarceration can achieve housing stability with adequate 
support.

Likewise, Malone (2009) examined housing outcomes for 
347 homeless adults with disabilities and behavioral health 
disorders in a supportive housing program in Seattle WA 
and found that the presence of  a criminal history did not 
predict housing success or failure. In fact, results of  the 
study indicate that when adequate supports are utilized 
individuals with more extensive criminal history, more 
serious criminal offenses, and more recent criminal activity 


