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Overview
Institutional Characteristics Header Overview

 Welcome to the Institutional Characteristics Header survey component (IC Header). This survey was introduced to
collect data that are key to reporting throughout the IPEDS data collection, and must be completed and locked before
any other survey can be started.

The IC Header should be completed based on the current year. Some IC Header questions may require nothing
more than a confirmation, if nothing has changed. Please make changes as necessary, and complete items that do
need a response (enrollment questions).

Remember, it is the responsibility of the keyholder to provide NCES with accurate data about the institution. Please
never hesitate to call the IPEDS Help Desk at 1-877-225-2568 and ask for help to make sure that you are reporting
correctly!

 

   
 Because of the importance of the IC Header data in determining the screens you will receive in other surveys, be sure
to report correctly, and to contact the IPEDS Help Desk if you have ANY questions about what you need to report.

https://experimentalsites.ed.gov/exp/approved.html
https://surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/VisIndex.aspx
https://surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/VisIndex.aspx
http://192.168.102.89/ipeds/PriorYearDataRedirect.aspx?survey_id=12
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Part A - Educational Offerings
1. Which of the following types of instruction/programs are offered by your institution? [Check one or more]
If your institution does not offer occupational, academic or continuing professional programs, you are not expected to
complete this or any other IPEDS survey.
 
     Occupational, may lead to a certificate, degree, or other recognized postsecondary credential

   Academic, may lead to a certificate, degree, or diploma

   Continuing professional (postbaccalaureate only)

   Recreational or avocational (leisure) programs

   Adult basic or remedial instruction or high school equivalency

   Secondary (high school)
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Part B - Organization - Control and Levels
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Part B - Organization - Calendar System
Your response to the next question determines how your institution reports Institutional Characteristics
student charges data in the fall, Student Financial Aid data in the winter, and Graduation Rates data in the
winter. It also impacts the net price calculation in the Student Financial Aid survey.
If the calendar system differs from prior year or requires a change, please contact the IPEDS Help Desk at
877.225.2568.
 3. What is the predominant calendar system at the institution? [Choose one]

   
Academic Year Reporting Method (Standard academic terms)

 Selecting one of the following calendar types determines that your institution will provide Student Financial Aid and
Graduation Rates data based on a FALL COHORT, and student charges data for a full ACADEMIC YEAR.

  Semester                                                                                                    

  Quarter

  Trimester

  4-1-4 or similar plan

  
 Program Reporting Method (Other calendar system)
 Selecting one of the following calendar types determines that your institution will provide Student Financial Aid and
Graduation Rates data based on a FULL-YEAR COHORT, and student charges data by PROGRAM.

  
  Differs by program

  Continuous basis (every 2 weeks, monthly, or other period)

  
 Hybrid/Mixed Reporting Method (Standard academic terms, other academic calendar)
 Selecting the hybrid calendar type determines that your institution will provide Graduation Rates data based on a
FULL-YEAR COHORT, student charges data for a full ACADEMIC YEAR, and Student Financial Aid data for
students enrolling between August 1 and October 31.

  Hybrid (Other academic calendar)
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Part B - Organization - Student Enrollment
4. Does your institution enroll any of the following types of students?
Include all levels offered by your institution, even if there are no students currently enrolled at that level.
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Part C - Other Survey Screening Questions - Library Access and Expenses
2. Does your institution have access to a library collection?                              
   No                                                                                                    

   Yes (receives Academic Libraries
component)                                                                                                    

 
Were your annual total library expenses for Fiscal Year 2019 greater than zero?
   No                                                                      

   Yes (receives Academic Libraries component)                                                                      

 



 Imagedescription.Thesecontext noteswill beposted onthe CollegeNavigator.End of imagedescription.
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Part C - Other Survey Screening Questions - Open Admission
1. Does your institution have an open admission policy for all or most entering first-time degree/certificate-
seeking undergraduate-level students?
If the only requirement for admission is a high school diploma or GED/other equivalent, your institution is still considered
open admission. Institutions that require only an Ability to Benefit or similar test beyond the diploma/equivalent, and only
reject a very small number of students based on the test, are also considered open admission.

 If your institution does not have an open admission policy, you will be required to report Admissions component on
your admissions procedures and admissions yield.
   No                                                                                

     Yes

 You may use the space below to provide context for the data you've reported above. These context notes
will be posted on the College Navigator website, and should be written so they can be understood by students
and parents.
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Summary

Institutional Characteristics Header Component Summary

IPEDS collects important information regarding your institution. All data reported in IPEDS
survey components become available in the IPEDS Data Center and appear as aggregated data
in various Department of Education reports. Additionally, some of the reported data appears
specifically for your institution through the College Navigator website and is included in your
institutionôs Data Feedback Report (DFR). The purpose of this summary is to provide you an
opportunity to view some of the data that, when accepted through the IPEDS quality control
process, will appear on the College Navigator website and/or your DFR. College Navigator is
updated approximately three months after the data collection period closes and Data Feedback

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data
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IC Header 
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Source Description Severity Resolved Options
Screen: Control and Levels

Perform
Edits

Please explain the changes in the baccalaureate and above
between last and this year. (Error #12228)

Explanation Yes  

Reason: “Post-baccalaureate certificates are being reported beginning this cycle.”

 
 


