
Questions and
Answers About the
Public Health Security
and Bioterrorism
Preparedness
Response Act of 2002
Q. What is the “Public Health Security and
Bioterrorism Preparedness Response Act of
2002” (Public Law 107-188)?
A. On June 12, 2002, the President signed the
“Public Health Security and Bioterrorism
Preparedness Response Act of 2002” into law. To
see the text, go to 
www.access.gpo.gov/nara/publaw/107publ.html.
Public Law 107-188 is designed to improve the ability
of the United States to prevent, prepare for, and
respond to bioterrorism and other public health emer-
gencies. It requires people possessing, using, or
transferring agents or toxins deemed a threat to 
public health to notify the Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). It
also requires people possessing, using, or transfer-
ring agents or toxins deemed a threat to animal or
plant health and to animal or plant products to notify
the Secretary of the U. S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). For USDA, the section of the new Act that
pertains to agents and toxins that pose a severe
threat to animal and plant health and to animal and
plant products is called the “Agricultural Bioterrorism
Protection Act of 2002.”

Q. What agents or toxins are deemed a threat to
animal or plant health or to animal or plant 
products?
A. An interim rule with the list of agents and toxins
deemed a threat to animal or plant health or to 
animal or plant products is published in the August
12, 2002 Federal Register to see the text, go to
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html.
Written comments regarding the agents and toxins
on the list will be accepted through October 11, 2002.

Q. What agents or toxins are deemed a threat to
public health?
A. The agents and toxins deemed a threat to public
health are listed in Appendix A of Chapter 42 Code of
Federal Regulations, Part 72. To see the text, go to
http://www.gpo/gov/nara/cfr/.

Q. Who is affected by the new law?
A. Anyone possessing, using, or transferring any
“Select Agents,” “High Consequence Livestock
Pathogens and Toxins,” and/or other agents or toxins
deemed a severe threat to plant health or to plant
products is affected. People who exclusively possess
products that are, or contain “Select Agents” and that
are cleared, approved, licensed, or registered under
any of the Acts listed below are exempt from the 
notification requirement. These Acts are:
1. The Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
2. Section 351 of the Public Health Service Act
3. The Act commonly known as the Virus-Serum-
Toxin Act (eighth paragraph under the heading 




